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BISHOP BOWEN’S ADDRESS, 


To the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in South-Carolina ; delivered tn 
Trinity Church, Columbia, on the 3d May, 1837. 


teETHREN OF THE CLERGY AND oF THE Larry, 

Occasion is taken, at this stage of the proceedings of the Convention, 
to lay before it, the statement required, of my peculiarly official trans- 
actions and duties, done since our Jast annual meeting, and to submit 
for information, or consideration, such other matters, as concern our 
institutions, in the condition, in which, we at present find them. 

| would acknowledge before you with affectionate gratitude, the 
divine goodness, so far extended to me, as to admit of my going through 
the duties of the year without any interruption from ill-health. In only 
one instance, have I been prevented from attending the regular stated 
offices of the Church; nor on any occasion of specially appointed duty, 
have Lbeen unable, from that cause, to fulfil my engagement. At the 
same time I rejoice with you brethren, towards God, that among 
those occupied in the pastoral ministry of our churches generally, the 
same blessing has so abounded, during seasons of more than usual 
sickness and affliction, that they have almost all been permitted, with 
little or no interruption, to prosecute their work. 

But rejoicing in that we have received good at the hand of God, we 
are called to the exercise of resignation, under the experience also of 
calamity. Two valued ministers have been removed from us by death. 
Dr. Dalcho was taken to his rest in the month of November last, after 
a short acute illness; and has left a name honored by his industry and 
‘athfulness in the ministry, and his various labours for the edifica- 
ton and good of the Church. In the office of Secretary of this body 
lor many years, you will readily recall, and will retain with interest, 
in your minds, the memory of his amiable, patient, and faithful conduct. 
ie served St. Michael’s Church from the year 1819; and although dis- 
‘ied as to the duties which he long, with so cheerful assiduity per- 
‘ormed, was continued and supported, as an assistant minister of 
that Church until his death. The death of Mr. Cobia, late assistant 
minister of St. Philip’s Church, is a signally affecting providence, 
"its of uncommon excellence, and proportionate acquirements result- 
=e from uncommon industry and ardor in the improvement of the best 
““vantages, had in his case, been devoted to the service of Christ in the 
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ministry of his Church, with a zeal and energy, a fidelity and holiness 
which made his name a praise in all our Zion, and the promise of} 
lite, the fond dehght of all who love her prosperity and houor. Alreai 7 
although of so short a term, had his ministry been marked with singy), 
efficienc y and success. Arrested by disease in the third year of its pr 
gress, he continued for fourteen months, a living sacrifice to claim: 

his time and strength, which, in the zeal of his dedication of himself 


the ministry, he had perhaps estimated with error, and was in Februs,, 
last, called to the reward of him who is “ faithful unto death.” I mou, 
with you, brethren, in him, a loss to our Church, and the whole Christia 
community, of one, who, in the high estimation in which he was hed 


was not overvalued, aud who cannot fail to be remembered among , 
with lasting esteem and honor. 

The venerable Parish with which Mr. Cobia had officially been con 
nected, in this as in its other sorrows, has a claim on our sy mpathy, whi 
all canuot but feel. We sympathise with it, at the same time, in its co: 


solations. A successor to the late lamented assistant minister, has | een 
elected, with a happy degree of concord and satisfaction—and thin: 


are in gratifying progress towards the early reinstatement of minister 


and people, in the possession of the comforts and privileges of tie 


house of God, under circumstances, if not such as will put away the 
memory of their affliction, yet such as will move their fervent and deep 
bounden gratitude, for the blessings of a beneficent Providence. 

The Rev. Milward Pogson also, formerly, and for many years, 
much esteemed rector of St. James’, Gooscreek, has been taken, 
death, from the number of our Clergy. 

Besides the Rev. Mr. Kaufman, chosen assistant minister of % 


Philip’s Church, in the place of Mr. Cobia deceased, only the Rev. Mr 


U.M. Wheeler, the Rev. Mr. Dupont, and the Rev. Mr. Boone, | 
been added to the number of our Clergy 


Mr. Wheeler was canonically received into this diocese, from that «! 


New-York; and Mr. Kaufman from that of Massachusetts. Mr. Whee 
ler has accepted the charge of Trinity Church, Society-Hill. Mr. )e 
pont and Mr. Boone were ‘ordained deacons of the diocese. Mr. Dupo! 
is engagad to serve the Church at Grahamville, and Mr. Boone 
officiate ‘d at St. James’, Goose-creek, chiefly for the benefit of the sa 
population, The Rev. Mr. Cook, und the Rev. Mr. M‘Kenney, 1 
within the conventional year, both received the canonical means of being 
recognised and received in other dioceses. Mr. M‘Kenney has return 
into the diocese of Maryland, from which he had removed into 
and Mr. Cowk, has become a missionary of the Domestic and Foreis! 
Missionary Society, at Florence in Alabama. 

Within the divcese, changes of station among our Clergy have be 
few. The Rev. Mr. Y oung has resigned the charge of the Church at Gre 
hamville, and accepted that of John’s Island, vacated by the resign? 
and removal of Mr. M‘ Kenney ; ; and the Rev. William Elhott has re 
signed the assistaucy of St. Paul’s Church, Radcliffeborough. 

Ordinations, since our last meeting, have been as follows: Mr C 
was ordained Priest, in March, 1836—and Mr. Stephen Elliott, Set 
in May of the same year. Mr. Kaufman, Mr. R. Johnson, and M 


.° 


(June, 





uo 


oa EN Mi inane badeabdiss AV AE at tebe t Ihe 


hin we 

































1837.] Bishop Bowen's Address. 99 


Ine . _ , 

re C. Pinckney, were admitted to the same order of ministry, in October 

ae FP iast—and Mr. Webb, Mr. Wallace, Mr. Spear, and Mr. Fowles in De- 
Cc ‘ ; ; . 

oni FJ omber. Mr. Boone was ordained Deacon, in September—and Mr. 


: Dupont in November. Besides these ordinations proper to the diocese, 
 B& othe Rev. George White and the Rev. John James Hunt, of Georgia, 

7 have been admitted to Priests’ orders. 

Noone has been added to our small list of candidates for holy orders. 
* EP it contains the names of only four. While the need of ministers and the 
~ -all for them is more and more urgent—the number does not increase 
in any proportionate manner, of those who desire to become so. With 
more and more earnestness would we press this consideration upon the 
| regard of the friends of the Church and all who care for religion, and 
S the best interests of man and society. Every Clergyman should make 
_ jt his duty, if possib'e, to select from among the young who may be sub- 
3 jects of his pastoral care, or otherwise subjects of his notice and obser- 
~ vation, some one whom he may gradually influence and form to this 
necessary work of good. 

’ Since the last Convention, the following Churches have been visited ; 
> viz: St. Thomas’ Parish; Black Oak Chapel; St.Mark’s, Clarendon, twice; 
Claremont Church, Stateburg; St. Paul's, Summerville; St. John’s, Berk- 
ley, or rather the congregation yet without a Church of their own, at 
Whiteville, in St.John’s, Berkeley; TotnessChapel, St. Matthew's Parish; 
Trinity Church, Edgefield; St.Paul’s, Pendleton; Christ Church, Green- 
ville; Trinity Charch, Columbia; Grace Church, Camden; St. James’ 
' Goosecreek; St. Andrew’s; St. John’s, John’s Island; Edmundsbury 
> Chapel, St. Bartholomew’s, now the Parish Church of that Parish; St. 
James’, Santee; Prince George, Winyaw; All-Saints, Waccamaw; Prince 
Frederick’s; St. David’s Cheraw; Trinity Church, Society-Hill; and 
the mission so beneficently set on foot, by the Messrs. Clarkson, for the 
henefit, especially of the slave population of their plantations, on the 
Wateree, and faithfully served by the Rev. Mr. Screven. Confirmation 
was administered at most of the stations of our ministry, visited since 
the last Convention: viz., at St. Thomas’ Parish ; at Black Oak Chapel, 
Upper St. John’s Berkeley; at Claremont Church, Stateburg; at Totness 
Chapel, St. Matthew’s Parish; at Trinity Church, Edgetield; at St. 
Paul’s, Pendleton; at Christ Church, Greenville ; at Trinity Church, 
Columbia; at Grace Church, Camden ; at St. John’s, Colleton, John’s 
Island; at Christ Church Parish Church; at St. David's, Cheraw; at 
Trinity Church, Society Hill; and at the Wateree Mission ; and be- 
sides at those places, at St. Peter’s Church, Charleston, for the Churches 
collectively of the City. The whole number of persons confirmed is 
about 240. In one or two instances lists were nut given, and the num- 
ber of confirmants is not confidently remembered. 

[am reminded by this detail of my duty in visiting the Churches of 
the Diocese, of a circumstance of more importance to my comfort, in the 
permrmence of this duty, than it may have seemed to some of my 

rethren in the ministry, and with respect to which, I will now take 
Sccasion to throw myself on their kind consideration. It is not without 
long and careful deliberation, and the most anxious endeavour to make 
my duties, as your diocesan minister, coincide aud harmonize with 
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others, that I determine on any plan or course of appointments of th 
kind. It will, on a moment’s consideration, be apparent, that the per. 
fect convenience of every particular minister and parish cannot be coy. 
sulted. It must be equally apparent, that a chain of engagements, ey. 
tending over a considerable portion of the diocese, cannot be broken o; 
changed, for the accommodation of one minister and Parish, with» 
an interruption of the whole course of them, bringing with it probab) 
inconvenience to many. It will be an acceptable kindness to me, if my 
brethren will make the best of my appointments as they come, with, 
suggesting impracticable changes, for the sake of particular consider. 
ations of eonvenience. And as to the preference, sometimes, perhaps, 
inconsiderately expressed of Sunday, to such day as | had named, for 
my duty at a particular Church, I will but beg my brethren to be as. 
sured, that their wishes have always been, and always shall be, anfiri. 
pated by the same prefereace on my part, so far as it could, or hereaficr 
may, consistently with other duties, than those of the Episcopate, 
resting on me, be indulged. 

The Churches consecrated are the following. Christ Church, Wiltor 
Bluff, erected by a generous exertion of the zeal of a small congregation, 
was consecrated in April, with the assistance of the Rev. Dr. Gadsder, 
Rev. F. Dalcho, Rev. Mr. Leverett, and Rev. Mr. Fowles. It is a em. 
tifying evidence of the spirit actuating the members of our Church, in 
that place. Besides the Church, which is of singular beauty and con. 
pleteness, the same liberal temper has led to the provision of a residence 
near it, for the minister, with every circumstance consulted, necessary 
to his comfort’ Weare to rejoice in the example thus set. In Trinity 
Church, [dgefield, the same interesting office was perfurmed in October, 
with the assistance of the Rey. Dr. Gadsden, who was my compa 
throughout an extensive tour of duty, the Rev. Mr. Shand, of Columbia, 
and the Rev. Mr. Fowles, who had served this Church during the sun- 
mer, under a temporary engagement, made convenieut by the dis-- 
lution of his congregation at Wilton, at that season of the year. ‘This 
new edifice, at Edgefield, has recently been so much injured by extr- 
ordinarily tempestuous weather, as that the congregation have been 
deprived of its use. We are ca'led on to suffer with them, as bretlire' 


, 
4 


and to do what we can towards their reinstatement in the worship o! 


God, as a portion of our household of faith, St. Mark’s Chapel, in the 
Sandhills, the summer resort of the congregation of St. Mark’s, Clarem 
don, was consecrated in November. This Chapel had been erected by 
the late Charles Richardson, Esq., of that Parish ; and, agreeably to ls 
will and desire, has been handsomely finished and furnished by bs 
heirs, and by them surrendered, by regular legal process, to the corp 
ration of the parish, to be used forever, as a chapel, for the assem) 
of the congregation, in the worship of God, according to the ca 
and liturgy of the P. E. Church in the United States. We have be 
permitted also, in the course of God's kind Providence, to set apa. 
the same manner, to its destined uses, the new building erected '" 
Charleston, in lieu of the first St. Stephen’s Chapel, which had been 
stroyed by fire. The exertions of the pious members of the Chur 
who compose the Charleston Female Domestic Missionary Society,“ 
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aid of the Trustees, in procuring the funds necessary to this excellent 
work of Christian benevolence, is entitled to be had in honorable re- 
membrance. Without this, to say the least, although some male mem- 
bers of the congregations of the city, and their ministers, lent, at the 
request of the trustees, their cheerful and efficient help, it must have 
been much longer, before we had been giver tosee this house of (rod for 
the poor of our communion, completed, To some of the ministers and 
congregations of our communion, out of the city, we are also indebted, 
for help that deserves grateful consideration : especially those of Colum- 
bia and Beaufort. A new building has also recently been consecrated, 
‘n Prince Frederick’s Parish, on the Pedee. A very small number of 
liberal friends of Christ’s kingdom, bave done this pious work. They 
are yet without a minister. ‘The Rev. Mr. l’raser, and the Rey. Mr. 
Lance, occasionally hold divine service for them, gratuitously. 

The Catechism for the use of instructors in religion, of the slave po- 
pulation, whether ministers, catechists, or others, having the permission 
and encouragement of owners, to give such instruction, has been fin- 
ished, and will soon be committed to the press, and be ready for distri- 
bution. It is the result of much time and labour, given to it by the 
committee, who undertook it at my desire—and entitles them to the 
thanks of the Convention and the Church. I have no doubt of its adap- 
tation to the end contemplated, and am persuaded that the people, for 
whose benefit it is designed, through the judicious and patient use of 
this and other helps, may be effectually brought to such knowledge and 
obedience of the truth, as will make them acceptable subjects of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom on earth, and heirs, finally, of his salvation. What- 
ever may be the discouragements which naturally attend this work of 
charity, experience has amply shown it to admit of being successfully 
prosecuted, Master and servant have, undoubtedly, alike been ren- 
dered the happier by it; nor is there any consideration opposed to its 
efficacy, but such as would equally forbid all attempts alike to give the 
Gospel to the ignorant and poor of our fellow men, 

It is gratifying to mention, while | am adverting to this subject, the 
happy degree of success which has attended the labours of the Rev. Mr. 
Young, in Grahamville, and in its vicinity, his successor, Mr. Dupont, 
Mr. Webb, in St. Luke’s Parish, Mr. Fowles, at Wilton, Mr. Thomas, 
in St. Johns, Berkeley, Mr. Glennie, in All Saints’, Waccamaw, and 
Mr. Screven, on the Wateree, at the mission station, more especially 
consisting, as before mentioned, of the estate of the Messrs. Clarkson. 
The two last mentioned of these places, as well as St. Johns, Colleton, 
whither Mr. Young has transferred bis pious benevolence in this way, 
have been recently visited, and various evidence has been given me, by 
the excellent ministers employed at them, of the good effect resulting 
from their labours. Labours they very literally are. It is not easy to 
conceive in what exercise of the ministry, both the mind and body can 
be subjected to more fatigue and trial than in this. 

In other instances, there has been great exertion of this benevolent 
zeal, among our Clergy. I have reason, indeed, to believe that, gene- 
rally, they do all that circumstances will permit, to let the description of 
people in view experience the good influence of their office, as servants 
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of him who came to preach glad tidings of grace and salvation to the 

r. Encouragement and facilities exist for some, which do not for al) 
The Rev. Mr. Boone, whom I have mentioned as serving at the Church 
at Goosecreek, at my request, chiefly for the benefit of the neighhourin 
piantations, has given a signal example of self-devoting zeal. Durino 
the whole of the summer months, he gave himself, at great expense of 
personal convenience, to this work—going on every Sunday from the 
city, a distance of 16 miles, and after holding service for a large congre. 
gation of these people, and instructing them at the Church and else. 
where, returning, as was necessary, in the evening. I regret, that with 
a disposition to be thus useful, in the ample field of missionary work, 
which there is among ourselves, this esteemed minister could not be re. 
tained in the service of the Diocese. Having destined himself to that 
of foreign missions, we have but to let our prayers go up for him, that 
wherever his lot of labour may be cast, the blessing of the spirit of grace 
and love, may abide with him, to strengthen, comfort, prosper, and re- 
ward him. 

Your Committee on systematic charity, appointed at the last Conven- 
tion, have done the duty assigned them; and the method reported by 
them, has been adopted, with considerable success, in many places. It 
will be proper, for the sake of probably conveying the knowledge of it to 
some, who may not, otherwise, have been put in possession of it, to 
place the Report of that Committee on the Journal of your present 
proceedings. 

Your attention will be required to the alterations proposed by the last 
General Convention, in the Constitution of the Church, and in the L'- 
turgy. They were laid before you, at our last State Convention, and 
may be acted upon, at this or the next, as may seem to you expedient. 
Your decision on them must only be in season for the General Conveo- 
tion, to be held in 1838. The meeting of that body cannot be adverted 
to, without calling up in my own mind and yours, the dispensation of 
Providence, which has taken from among us, the venerable and most 
excellent Prelate, who had, for so many years, presided over one ot its 
houses, and who, from the first organization of our Church, in these 
United States, had borne so prominent a part in all its business. To 
him, more than to any other individual, are we indebted, under God, 
for the so happy settlement of our household of faith and worship, In 
these United States, in the enjoyment of so happy a degree of unity 
and peace. How painful were the apprehension that this unity aud 
peace should not be as permanent as the honor of his beloved and re- 
vered name! Might not the journal of this first convention of our dic- 
cese since his death, with propriety be made to record the sense which 
we, collectively entertain, of his excellencies and services 4 


— PA 


FOR THE GOSPFL MESSENGER. 


HOURS OF STUDY.—No. 1. 
The following extracts are made from the manuscript papers of 4 
Biblical Student. His reflections are suggested by the critical exam 
nation of the Sacred Scriptures in the original languages. 1 is worthy 
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of remark, that the most profound scholarship of modern times has dis- 
covered nothing material in the standard English version of the Old 
Testament (King James’ Bible) which requires new translation. Som: 
slight inaccuracies do occur in its grammatical construction, which are 


’ referable to the peculiarity of idiom common to the times of the trans- 


jators. And obscurities of allusion to the events of by-gone ages have 
not unfrequently been increased by conciseness of expression, which 


q fidelity to the original text demanded should be used. From these, and 


other circumstances, the truths of Revelation are not as well understood 
by the religious community as they should be. Indeed, the word of 
God may be said to be a sealed book. Human knowledge, and divine 

race are necessary to remove the seals from many of its mysteries. To 
effect this important object, is a leading design of the sacred profession. 
Should the contributions, ‘‘ Hours of Study” prove, in any degree, tri- 
butary to the dissemination of truth concealed under obscure passages 
of Scripture, the time and study devoted to their preparation will be 
more than compensated. 

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” (Gen.i. 1.) 
Chronologists have differed in their calculations of the world’s age. 
All of them, however, have assumed, as the basis of each system, what 
has been called the Mosaic account. The generally received mode of 
computation is that recommended by Archbishop Usher, who, with almost 
every other chronologist, assumes that the creation of the world and the 
human race are coeval ; and, in round numbers, dates that period back 
6,000 years, or very nearly so, from the present time. This estimate is 
supposed to be mathematically correct, from the recorded estimate of 
the patriarchs’ lives. And so itis. But one very important circum- 
stance in sacred history, seems hitherto, to have escaped attention, 
namely, that Moses did not pretend to give a scientific, or philosophical 
treatise, on the creation; but a concise narrative of the human race 
brought down to his own times. He states facts which were perhaps 
well known to some cotemporaries. Fle offers no explanation of mys- 
terious phenomena, other than as the effects of divine will, which made 
them laws of nature. In a word, his account of the six days’ creation, 
isno more than the introduction to the Messiah’s history (subsequently 
carried down through the patriarchal, levitical, and prophetic dispen- 
sations); and the sanction for the record of those sacred laws, which 
were founded upon its revelations. Geology has, of late years, made 
strange and wonderful discoveries. Learned research has detected, in 
the depths of earth, fossil exuvize of animals, which, according tu the 
lights of science, must have been in existence ages and ages, previous 
to the received date of the creation. Pious and humble faith takes 
alarm at this assertion. The painful and involuntary question arises 
from it, Can the Mosaic history be incorrect ? Is the Word of God 
untrue? By no means. Science proves the sacred account to be liter- 
ally inspired truth. But the world has misconceived its declarations. 
A vast deal of the difficulty heaped upon them-by learned glosses, and 
comments, vanishes when the proper distinction is drawn between the 
oe of the sacred penman, as a philosopher, and as a lawgiver. 
0 the first capacity he alludes merely to facts, which require no eluci- 
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dation. By the second office, he dictates to mankind the moral eo, 

which is of universal obligation ; and which is particularly amplifie 

and illustrated by the minor statutes and rituals, composing, as a who\, 

the laws of the Hebrew polity. There should be, unquestionably. ,, 

discrepancy between the inspiration of the sacred history, and the try; 

of its science. And in fact there is none. By a careful examinay;,, 

of the writer’s language, let us attempt the proof. In the beginniy, 

says the author of the Pentateuch, God created the heaven and the 

earth. But when was that beginning? It might be 6,000 years. ,, 

6,000,000 years ago. The statement is not definitive. The EX pression 

used is WN ( Berashat,) translated in the beginning. Now, }, 

dropping the affixes we have for the root YN (rash), which signitie, 

priority of time, first of all. Dr. Lightfoot, one of the most profound 

scholars of his, or of any age, does not treat of the subject in question, 

differently from the received opinions. He says, ‘ the chronicle chain of 

the times, indeed, is drawn up by the Scripture from the creation to the &@g 

death of our Saviour (which was the fulness of time) with all care and e 

accurateness.’ (See Comment, Acts, v. 8, p. 103.) And the estimate 

which he made of that chronology, may be gathered from the following 

extract. ‘ Moses in the first verse of the Bible, refutes three hea. 

then opinions: namely, their’s, that thought the world was eternal: 

for he saith, in the beginning, &c. Secondly, their’s that thought 

there was no God. for he saith, Elohim created. Thirdly, their's, that 

thought there were many Gods, for he saith, Elohim, he created heaven 

and earth. The first word, in the beginning, may draw our minds and 

thoughts to the last thing; the latter end; and this thought must draw 

our affections from too much love of the world, for it must have an end, 

as it had a beginning. I will not stand to comment upon the word 

‘ Bereshith,’ in the beginning, for then I know not when to come to an 

end. ‘Totreat how the divers expositors Jabour about the beginning of 

the world is aworld of labour. Howthe Jerusalem Targum translates 

it, In wisdom; and is followed by Rabbi Tanchum, and many Jews; 

how Targum Jonathan useth an Arabian word, Min awwala, a primo— 

Onkelos in primis, or in principio, [archi, in prineipio creationis creavit: 

how Basil the Great, St. Ambrose, and hundreds others do interpret | 

this—is a work endless to examine. Satisfied am I with this, that the 

world and all things had their beginning from God, that in the begiv- 

ning he created heaven and earth. Some of the Jews do invert the wor! 

Bereshith, and make it Betisri, that is, in the month Tisri, was the world : 

created. ‘This month is about our September; and that the world was : 

created in this month (to let alone other reasons) this satisfies me, that 

the feast of the tabernacles, which was in this month, is called the end 

of the year; and this [ take to be the reason, why the Jews began t 

read the Bible in their synagogues at the feast of tabernacles ; viz., that 

they might begin the lecture of the creation, in Gen. i. at that time o! 

the year that the world was created. (See Erubhin, v. 4, p. 63.) Those ) 

learned opinions do, by no means, impeach the general belief of the | 

world’s age: but rather confirm it. It is a remarkable circumstance, : 

that the Greek and Roman writers, who describe, in their way, : 
ee . . > shith 

origin of the world, use words equivalent to the Mosaic Bereshit®- 
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Orpheus, *gura (prota) first: Hesiod «goricra (protista) first of all: 
Apollonius to «gw (to prin) at first: Aristophanes sgorov (protor) first: 
Ovid, Ante, &c. &c. If then, by the statement of Moses, Bereshith 
means, in the commencement of time, there is no authority for the 
opinion, that the birth of Adam was coeval with the creation of matter. 
he express declaration of the historian, warrants a different conclu- 
sion. He says, In the beginning, that is, first of all, the Elohim created ; 
(N13 Bera, from “V3 Ber, a son) that is caused to exist by affiliation, or 
called into being, (for the exercise of control that a father should have 
over a son.) the substance of the heaven and the earth. ‘The particle 
PN (at) used generally as the sign of the accusative case, is in this in- 
stance emphatic—the & Alpha and the } Omega—first and Jast; and 
it may be understood, in connection with the emphatic vowel 7 that 
follows, as designating the creation summarily of the primordia, or prin- 
ciples of the material universe. This act of creation cannot refer to 
form, or order, for the earth was without form, or in loose and shapeless 
particles. According to the unvarying laws and affinity of gravitation, 
(and to which, from their formation, the atoms of matter were subject,) 
ages rolled away before the segregation of elementary parts, and their 
' final condensation into the masses of rock which form the nucleus of our 
' globe. The ground we tread upon, and from which vegetation springs, 
is not the primitive surface of the earth. “ It is the upper portion of the 
_ last series of strata, deposited upon and around it ; and which are called 
tertiary formations. By this term, the series of subterranean beds, down 
to the chalk rocks, are named and known ; and they are manifestly more 
recent than the masses below them.”’ (Conyb. Geol. Introd. 5-7.) We 
are also informed (M. De Serres Geogn. p. 92), that those masses are con- 
sidered ashaving been formed at the deluge, from the fragments of the 
_ earth’s previous surface in the concussion of that event. Below these 
occuranother great series of rocks, of a stratified, or sedimentary nature, 
_ which have been called transition, or upper and lower secondary. “ Pri- 
mary rocks are those crystalline masses on which secondary formations 
rest, and beyond which human knowledge has not penetrated: These 
are granite, gneiss, mica, and slate rocks.” (Bakewell Geol. c. 84, 5.) 
In the primitive rocks no organic remains are to be seen: and from this 
circumstance it is reasoaably concluded, that they were formed before 
animal or vegetable life. All the animal remains found in the secondary 
formations, are those which inhabited the primeval waters, principally 
zophytes, testaceee, and a few fish. In the tertiary rocks, the remains 
of land animals are found, many of them belonging to extinct species, 
The modern limestone formations are full of caves, abounding with 
bones of antediluvian animals, in some of which human bones occur. 
But although the rocks of the earth are divided into primitive, second- 
es and tertiary, yet, as there was only one general creation of our 
elobe— that which Moses has recorded, the elementary materials of 
. ~ — classes must have been in existence at its commencement. 
287) wi osaic chronology begins (says Turner, Sacred Hist. World, p. 
edeaie the formation of Adam ; and with the six preceding days, or 
a cal which commenced with the production of light. What interval 
between the creation of the first material substance of our 
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globe, and the mandate for light to descend upon it—whether months, 
years, or ages, is not in the slightest degree noticed. Geology may 
shorten or extend its duration, as it may find proper.” There is, they, 
no incongruity whatever, between the Mosaic chronvlogy and gevlogics! 
discoveries. The investigations of Cuvier, Conybear, Ure, and, lately. 
of Buckland, have established, beyond all reasonable doubt, that thy 
fossil exuviee of extinct animals, and the calcareous formations in which 
they have been imbedded, were in existence and composition longer 
than 6,000 years; or, more correctly speaking, belong to such remot 
antiquity, as to baffle human calculation. The unavoidable inference dj 
not escape unnoticed. It was used as the stigma of ignorance, or inj. 
delity. Piety shuddered at the bare suggestion of an argument, that, 
as was supposed, could overthrow its system of faith. [rreligion tri- 
umphed in the offered pretext for rejecting the evidences of revealed 
truth. Happily for the world, modern science aims to remove the 
appareut difficulty ; and to prove the absolute truth of the sacred record, 
‘Those scientific researches, by corroborating the truths of revelation, 
exhibited in the most attractive forms, the harmony of the laws of 
physics with the moral constitution of nature. Every where, the im. 
press of the divine hand is legible. The minutest receptacle of being 
shows design—the design of mercy to its living occupant: and all sub- 
ordinate creation tending to the natural and spiritual welfare of mav. 
‘rom the contemplation of the time when the solar system was called 
into existence, the mind is carried forward by a chain of consecutive 
reflection, to the final catastrophe of all things on the day of judgmen, 
when the fiat of Omnipotence shall, from the ashes of this consumed 
system, make the new heavens and the new earth, wherein dwelleti 
righteousness. P, 
-CLe- 
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PAGES FROM A SERMON SUITED TO “THE TIMES.” 


The evils attendant on an impoverished condition, are well delineate! 
in the prayer of Agur. ‘They are reducible to two heads. | 

First, it may lead to those secret or open sins, prohibited in the 
commanud—* lest | become poor, and steal.” Hence the benigite: 
traveller is despoiled of his goods by the armed robber. Hence the 
forger puts forth his skilful hand, to the execution of his criminal design. 
And where is that walk of life, amid all its lawful callings and neces} 
intercourse, which does not afford opportunities and offer temptations 
to the man whose wants are many, and whose means are few f If the 
secret history of commerce could be unfolded, it would be true 1 ote! 
aves than thatof Sparta, that man could become even proud of his luge 
nuity in overreaching his fellow. What would be the consequence be 
if imposition and robbery were had in honor in the community ! we 
of us can say, the time will never come, when we shal! put forth bse 
hands to the perpetration of deeds, which now we utterly scorn aa 
we have reason to pray, for deliverance from this strong temptation," 
which our weak and wicked nature bas so often been betrayed. 
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Secondly, 2 farther evil is to. be apprehended, “lest T be poor and 
steal, and take the name of my God in vain.” If man is injured, God 
also is dishonored ; and if the emergency does not render men immoral, 
jt may yet prove them irreligious. Yet here, the injurious tendency is 
) jiferent from that which attends a state of affluence, “lest I be full, 
F and deny thee.” The sin of cavetousness is, that it forgets God alto- 
' gether ; that of poverty 1s, that it reviles his name, and asperses his holy 


 -haracter. The one leads to atheism, the other prompts to blasphemy. 
The difference arises from this, that we are wont to find in ourselves the 


* cource of our happiness; while the occasion of our displeasure, we 
would prefer to derive from the conduct of others. And since, we can 
bring no accusation against our fellow men, in many of our troubles and 
adversities, we are led to arraign the justice and goodness of Him, who 
"(we know) ruleth over all. Instead of laying the hand upon the mouth, 
in silent submission, it seems the only retaliation of man’s impotent 
~ malice, to “curse God and die.” All the evidences of his goodness, to 


~ which the wide earth is witness, all the tokens of his affectionate care, 


~ which our own experience might recall, are forgotten when we come to 
> smart under a single blow from his chastening hand. Al! the vows of 
> self surrender, which we have poured out before his altar and his throne, 
sofessions of cordial submission to all his will concerning us, are vio- 
' Jated. ‘The hour of trial has come ; and itis proved, that we have “ taken 
> his name in vain,’ by an empty profession of the lips; it is seen, that 
~ we have taken it worse than in vain, for it was accompanied by a deep 
~ and utter rebellion of heart. 
> Now, the spirct of picty, which apprebends and appreciates such 
~ dangers as these, is worthy of remark and imitation. See it illustrated 
> in the passage before us. The dreaded result is not a separation from 
accustomed comforts and luxuries, nor exposure to the cold negleet or 
positive contempt of the assiduous friends of former days, in which 
would consist the great, perhaps only evil of a reverse of fortune to 
many minds. The petitioner, instead of alluding to his own dignity and 
consequence, looks to the rights and interests of those whom his neces- 
sities may oblige him to disregard, or tempt him to injure. Nor is even 
tis, only that his own character may retain its pure and distinguished 
name, for his sense of responsibility, and desire of approbation, rise 
above the biassed and short lived praise of dying men. Gud is the 
supreme object of his fear and love. Sin is that which his soul hates, 
and the weakness of his own heart is the chief ground of all his appre- 
hensions. He would avoid al] that is evil, and follow all that is lovely, 
trough the fear of his anger, and to the praise of his glory. 

The sincerity and strength of his spirit of piety, are ¢ested by adversity. 
Afluence does not so, in an equal degree. Our attachment to any 
fnend would be tested, not so much by the manner in which we are 
lected by kindness received, as by the spirit in which we can bear 
reproaches uttered, and injuries inflicted. Hence God employs his rod 
0 prove us, and to see (or rather to disclose) what is iu our hearts. It 
is a furnace that tries the ore, and reveals to us * of what sort it is.” It 
‘sa small thing to ascribe to him our blessings, but a greater to acknow- 
edge him in our distresses: to acknowledge (I mcun) uot only our 
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need of his consolation, but our desert of his chastening. It is little 4, 
thank him fcr preserving our habitation, from danger by night; our labo; 
from disappointment by day ; or our persons and relatives from accidey; 
and death: butcan we adore him when he kindlesa flame in our dwelling 
and leaves us without a covering ; or frustrates the hopes of many year, 
and obliges us to lay again the foundation of earthly toil ; or paralyzes 
our physical strength; or takes to himself the children of our boson) 
This is the first duty, but highest attainment of faith and love, to be 
praising God, while men are pitying us ; to know how to be abased, a; 
well as to abound ; to avow the perfection of his justice, nay more, the 
greatness of his mercy. This is independence: fortune may change, 
but “ his heart standeth fast, and believeth in the Lord.” ; 

Such a spirit, God is ever able to call into exercise, and to sustain, Worth 
“‘in all time of adversity, and in all time of prosperity.” To each of 
these conditions peculiar perils attach ; but God is able to deliver hj; 
servants out of all. “The things which are impossible with men,” o/ 
themselves, “ are possible with God.” He can sanctify to us the vari- 
ous trials they involve ; and we, in all, may keep the faith, and show 
forth his praise. If we but surrender ourselves to his guidance, seekiug 
in all things his favor, he will imbue us with his spirit, and present us 
before the presence of his glory. Under his teaching, we shall “ learn 
in whatsoever state we are, therewith to be content.” Nay more ; we 
may be thankful, when we compare with the trials to which we have been 
at times exposed, the goodness and mercy which have “ followed us al! 
the days of our life.” And the same hand, which hath brought us 
hitherto, we may trust as our guide even unto death, and our hope in 
the world beyond, where the reverses of time may be retrieved by the 
exceeding and eternal gains of the kingdom of heaven. A sentiueut 
like this, was but yesterday a reply to a word of sympathy, by one whose 
name and circumstances give it peculiar weight, “ I have lost all here, 
but my dependence is there.” 

In application of the subject, we may remark, how blessed would be the 
effect, 1 this humble and thankful piety, should pervade the differeut 
classes of society, and direct the intercourse of life. When all were sur- 
rendered to the providential allotments, and revealed requirements of 
God, they would cultivate all social virtue, and discharge all relative 
duty, not in justice merely, but in kindness too. When every man shall 
understand the plague of his own heart, “ Ephraim shall cease to euvy 
Judah, and Judah to vex Ephraim.” “ He that loveth God will love his 
brother also,” whether he be exalted, or made low in the scale of pros 
perity. 

More particularly it would result, that among the poorer classes, there 
would be an end to the evil surmisings and evil speakings, which are to 
frequently vented against those who are at all more distinguished 40 
elevated than themselves. They will be disposed thus to reason “12 
themselves, “ who maketh thee to differ?” Is it the providence of God | 
Then, let us honor his wisdom, and be satisfied in the place to which he 
has assigned us, with watching its peculiar dangers, and improving 1's 

culiaradvantages. Or is it the‘pride of man? But what does it ham 
us? It takes from us nothing which is worth a wish, and spares & 
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rils of which we may well be afraid. Thus, though desolate and 
0 pressed, they may wait till God undertake for them. And meantime, 
they will not suffer their trials and anxieties to separate them from the 
duties and consolations of religion, but there seek and find the peace 
which earth could not give, nay, has striven hard to take away. Let 
them not fail too, to give of their penury to the relief of other’s neces- 
sities, and they shall realize the promise, “‘ he that watereth others, shall 
be watered himself.” 

The prosperous children of affluence too, would not be content to “trust 
in uncertain riches, but in the living God,” With their substance 
they would honor God, by sustaining all the institutions, and carrying 
forward all the enterprises of religion. If riches increase, they need not 
“ pull down their barns, and build greater.” Let them give, as God 
hath prospered them, and so lay up their treasure in heaven. The 
executors of a large trust, they have need of peculiar grace, that they 
may be approved, as faithful almoners of God. Were their responsi- 
bilities appreciated, widow’s mites would not equal the amount, or ex- 
ceed the proportion of rich men’s offerings. ‘They would live in pre- 
paration for the time, when opportunities will cease and retribution 
begin: “they would watch and pray “lest at any time their hearts 
be overcharged” with the dissipations or ‘ cares of this life,’’ and so 
that day “come upon them unawares.”’ 

The same could not fail to operate upon that middle class of society, 
who may be said to possess “ neither poverty nor riches.” ‘These are 
they who, by common consent, are denominated the happy of the earth 
—removed from excessive care on the one hand, and from too strong a 
temptation on the other. Is there, then, a favored class among men, to 
whom the path of life is a more gentle ascent, and the attainment of 
salvation a more practicable good? And are we permitted to walk 
therein? Then should the happy circumnstances of our being receive 
at our hands a proportional improvement. We should pursue the even 
tenor of our way, with a spirit of peculiar thankfulness, and in habits of 
uninterrupted devotion to him who has blessed us. The world would 
say, that such may well be content with the comforts, nay, the conve- 
niences of life. But the Scripture saith more. In addition to that con- 
tentment which peculiarly belongs to your temporal lot, we should seek 
that godliness which is the duty and privilege of every immortal being. 
Then shall we find that “ godliness with contentment is great gain.” 
Seek we, therefore, not to aggrandize or ennoble ourselves among men, 
but rather to be “rich toward God, and greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven,” 

My brethren, all; the present is a “ day of adversity,” a “time of 
Visitation” from God. But it may be a “ day of salvation’ to many. 
God appears to be trying the faith of his servants, and crushing the 
hopes of his adversaries ; creating a partial evil, to educe (we doubt 
“si. much general good, which, sooner or later, ourselves shall witness, 
Surely now, while casualties are distressing, your hearts, and earthly 

ependencies are failing beneath your feet, you will recognize the ne- 
cessity and advantage of securing “a treasure in the heavens, which 

leth not; where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth; ” 
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where neither accident nor injury can approach, to harm or to destroy, 

In view of its pure, and lasting, and satisfying bliss, let us remember, 

for our admonition and comfort, that to it Riches cau never entitle, from 

it Poverty shall never debar. Ss. 
ae 
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*VARIANA. No. 5. / 

We wish we cou!d say that the following remark did not apply in our 
country, as, alas, it does in our mother country. There are, “ even 
within the pale of the Church herself, (so says Archdeacon Strachan.) 
many lukewarm friends, who, from indifference or indolence, are con. 
tent to sit still, and allow us to be robbed of our vested rights, under 
the hollow pretence of a spurious and unprincipled liberality.” These 
are very Important facts, which we have from the same author: “ From 
her earliest beginning, in Hag/and, our Church has had an episcopal 
constitution, and flourished more than 150 years before becoming a legal 
establishment. At the council of Arles, which was convened by Con- 
stantine, three Britlsh Bishops attended—a proof that the British Church 
had already acquired some degree of eminence. It was established long 
before the Bishop of Rome had any authority beyond his own diocese, 
and in the seventh century was secured of its privileges by Magna 
Charta.” 

Slavery must have been common among the ancients, and deemed an 
indispensable feature of the social state, for, adverting to the Millenium, 
or reigu of the saints on the earth, Lactantius writes: “‘ The nations 
shall not be utterly destroyed, but some of them shall be left to be tn- 
umphed over by the just, and subjected to perpetual slavery.” And 
Origen has it: “ They think that aliens shall be given to them to be 
ministers of their delights, who shall serve at the plough, or be their me- 
sons and carpenters,” &c. (See Lsaiah Ixi 5.) 

A very important distinction is thus marked by Oecuminius: “ Temp- 
tations are of two kinds; such as lead to sin (1 Tim. vi. 9), against which 
our Lord teaches us to pray; or such as are sent for the trial of our 
constancy and sincerity in the faith, James, in i. c. 12 v., speaks of this 
kind (and so also Heb. iy. 15. Luke xxii. 28), and in verse 13 of 
that kind. 

When men were created, God said, “ Let them have dominion over 
the fish, the fowl, and the cattle.”” (See Genesis i. 26). And again, after 
the flood, he said, “The fear of you, and the dread of you, shall be 
upon every beast, and every fowl,” &c. (Gen, ix. 2.) On these texts 
we have a good commentary in the following statement: “ Mr, King, ' 
his narrative of the journey performed under Capt. Back, to the shor 
of the Arctic Ocean, speaking of the great American wolves, says, that 
their courage ceases with the gaze of a man—a fact of which the Indians 
are quite aware, and frequently turn to a good use. “ 1 am not 0m) 
convinced,” adds he, “that a courageous man, unless he becomes the 
aggressor, with very few exceptions, is perfectly secure from the attacks 
of the brute creation, in a wild state ; but that they will invariably shun 
him, if there is on!y spice enough to admit of their escape. 1 have 

* See vol. xiii. p. 
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quently, for experiment sake, approached the reindeer with closed 


eves, without alarming them, when a single glance made them bound 
with fear.” 

The Apocrypha is too little read, It abounds with instructive and 
interesting remarks. How sublime and piously moving is this passage 
from Ecclus: xiiii. 11. ** Look upon the rainbow, and praise him that 
made it; very beautiful itis in the brightness thereof. It compasseth 
the heaven about with a glorious circle, and the hands of the most high 
have bended it.” 

It isa remark founded on observation and experience, that men are 
often punished for their sins in a way particularly adapted to remind 
them of them; as for example, by some calamity corresponding with 
that which they have inflicted on others ; and so Bishop Patrick writes 
in his commentary. The brethren of Joseph “ observed their guilt in 
their punishment ; for as they had thrown Joseph into a pit, so they had 
been thrown into a prison themselves; and as vothing he could say 
would incline them to spare him, so now they found Joseph inexorable 
tothem. The Hebrews say, Reuben was the person that put Joseph 
into the pit, and therefore was now served in dis hind; he being bound 
when his brethren were allowed to depart. 

For the meeting together of Christian friends in heaven, Theodoret 
finds an argument in the expression, “Was gathered to his people.” 
“Grates (he says) are never said to be gathered to those of their kind, 
that died before them.” 

There is a circumstance which aflectingly manifests the inconvenience 

of outliving one’s contemporaries ; and yet how general is the desire of 
old age: it is, that the rising generation care little for their seniors. 
Distinguished as had been the kindness of the patriarch Joseph to their 
fathers ; signal as were his benefits to their whole nation, (themselves 
of course, included) he was uot thei: contemporary. “ There arose up 
anew king,” (and the same was, doubtless, true of the mass of his 
young subjects,) who knew not, that is, regarded not, cared uot for 
Joseph. Job has the same commentary on human nature: “they that 
are younger than I, have me in derision—whose fathers | would have 
disdained to have set with in the dogs of my flock.” 
; lhe whole fable of Adonis among the heathen, seems framed out of 
tue story of Moses, whom the daughter of Pharaoh saw was “a goudly 
eluld :” for we read in Apollodius, that Venus, admiring the great beauty 
0 the infant Adonis, took him away privily, without the kuowledge of 
the gods ; hid him in an ark, and del‘vered him to Prosperine. 

Moses and David were taken to be rulers fiom the sheepfold. “ The 
feeding of sheep (says Philo) is the best exercise and preparation jor a 
‘ingdom, and the gentle government of mankind.” If menu would be 
guided by the divine wisdom, they would raise to be their rulers those 
Whose previous course of life adapted them four such a station, and not 
“ve 8 preference to men of martial genius, habits, and success. It is 
(rue Washington was a great General; but he is a rare exception, or 

‘ra remarkable instance of inilitary and civil ability, united in the 
same person, ; 
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The “ nolo episcopari,” though it may have caused an uncharitable 
smile, and may not be understood by the worldly, is founded in Scrip. 
ture aud in reason, we had almost said in common sense; for who that 
knows the anxieties and responsibilities of station and office, can Wisely 
covet them for his own sake, or except as better means of serving God 
and man. ‘The reluctance of Moses to be the deliverer of Israel, was 
in effect, the “ nolo episcopari.’”” Admirable is the comment of Bisho, p 
Patrick: “The most excellent persons are the least forward to em. 
brace the offers of great advancement. Plato says, magistracy 
being designed, not fox the profit of him that governs, but of them 
that are governed, no man (who is considerate, he means) will volun. 
tarily take upon him the governmentof a people. For he that will use 
his power well, never doth that which is best for himself, but for those 
whom he governs. Such a one was Moses, who sought not his own 
profit or glory (as those who now seek for great places, by which they 
design to benefit themselves, and uot their neighbours,) and, therefore, 
was not easily persuaded to accept of the high authority offered to him.” 

‘ Wisdom and eloquence, (says Bishop Patrick,) do not often meet in 
one person; but God is pleased to distribute these gifts, as he did to 
Moses and Aaron. So Polydorus, in Homer, tells Hector, God’s way 
is to give some accomplishments to one, and some to others.” 

It has been proposed, in New-York, to change the hour for public 
wors!iip on prayer days, (viz., W ednesdays and Fridays) from 11 to 9, 
in order to accommodate men of business. But in seeking their con- 
venience, would not femalesand others, who are not “ men of busiuess,” 
be incommoded ? Would not so early an hour prevent, or cause to be 
hurried over, the family devotions ; and it may be those of the closet! 
Could not men of business, by entering on their business at or before 
9, be ready, by 11, to give an hour to the concerns of the soul! We 
like the existing arrangement, which has so ancient a date, viz., the 
morning for home prayers, and at or about noon for Church prayers, 
and we hope and pray, the day may come, when all will be disposed, 
like David, at morn, and at eve, and at noon day, more particularly to 
lift up their minds and hearts to heaven, and that the services of the 
Church, on prayer days, will be well attended, as they have been i 
former years. If there was good reason to believe that a change of the 
hour for assembling, would cause a larger assemblage, let it be done. 
But the cause of absence is not the hour of meeting (for, it appears 0 
us, the hour now appointed is the most convenient for the majonty 
that could be selected,) but the want of a spirit of piety. Let this be 
revived, and neither men, or women, or children, will “ forsake the a 
sembling of themselves together” in the house of God, as often as po* 
sible. W hy might not our schovuls have a recess fur one hour on one 
day in the week (say Wednesday or Friday,) and teacher and pupils be 
seen going to the house of the Lord.to seek the most important instruc: 
tion, and a blessing on all their pursuits? Why might not the parlour, 
the counting-room, and the workshop, be vacated for so short a time, lor 
the same all- important business ? 
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hop We give the following, from pages 63, 64, 65, as most admirable 
~ advice to all Christians : 
acy “Such, brethren, is our account of the title of our text, whether re- 
a spect be had to believers in glory, or to believers still warring upon 
* BF orth. If we have dealt correctly with the passage, it furnishes one 
_ ' great practical admonition, already incidentally mentioned, which it will 
be well that you keep diligently in mind. When you attend the ser- 
“0 BF vices of the sanctuary, remember who is the minister of that sanctuary. 
cy - You run to hear this man preach, and then that man. But who amongst 
™ BF vou, let me speak it with reverence, comes in the humble, prayerful; 
. faithful, hope of hearing Christ preach ? Yet Christ is the “ minister of 
the true tabernacle.” Christ preaches through his servants, to those who 
” _ forget the instrument, and use meekly the ordinance. Itis a melancholy 
"! Band dispiriting thing, to observe how little effect seems wrought by 
a _ preaching. We take the case of a crowded sanctuary, where the busi- 
nhc ness of listening goes on with a more than common abstraction. We 
_ may have before us the rich exhibition of an apparently rivetted atten- 
op tion; and the breathless stillness of a multitude shall give witness how 
_ they are hanging on the lips of the speaker. And if he grow impas- 
~ sioned, and pour out his oratory on things terribly sublime, the counte- 
' nances of hundreds shall betray a convulsion of spirit; and if he speak 
_ glowingly of what is tender and beautiful, the sunniness in many eyes 
shall testify to their feeling an emotion of delightsomeness. But we are 
_ not to be carried away by the charms of this spectacle. We know too 
thoroughly, that with the closing of the sermon, may come the breaking 
ofthe spell; and that it is of all things the most possible, that if we pursue 
to their homes these earnest listeners, we should no find proof that im- 
pression had been made by the enunciated truths, and perhaps no more 
‘a ifluential remembrance of the discourse, by whose power they had been 
ihe borne completely away, than if they had sat fascinated by the loveliness 
of a melody, or awe-struck at the thunderings of an avalanche. And the 
main reason of all this we take to be, that men forget the ordinance, and’ 
look only to the instrument. If such be the case, it is no marvel that 
they receive nothing from preaching but a little animal excitement, and 
as a little head-knowledge. f you listen not for the voice of Christ, who 
shall wonder that you hear only the voice of man, and so go away to 
your homes with your souls unfed, simply equipped for sitting in 
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be it Mme 
7 jadgmant upon the sermon, as you would upon a tragedy, and ready to 
: egin the review with some caustic remark, which shall prove, that 


“4 phere else you have learned, you have not learned charity. Alas! 

“e umes in which we have fallen are so evil, that there is almost a total 

“sing sight of the ordinance of a visible Church. Preaching is valued, 

aut as Christ’s mode of ministering to his people, and therefore always 
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to be prized ; but as an oratorical display, whose work, like that of, 
pleading at the bar, is to be judged by the skill of the argument and the 
power of the language. We can but point out to you the error, |; 
must remain with yourselves to strive to correct it. ‘‘ Cease ye from 
man.” When and where is this injunction so needful as in a chures, 
andonasabbath? Every thing is made to depend ona clergyman, 
And men will tell you that he 1s very good, but very dull; that his doe. 
trine is sound, but his delivery heavy; that he is inanimate, or ungrace. 
ful, or flowery, or prosaic. But as to hearing that he is Christ’s servany. 
an iostramentin his master’s hands, who mects with this, from the Day. 
to the Beersheba, of our Israel! ‘* Cease ye from man.” If ye hope 
to be profited by preaching; if ye would become—and this is a noble 
thing —independent of the preacher ; strive ye diligently to press hun: 
upon your minds, as ye draw nigh to the sanctuary, that Jesus Christ is 
the “minister of the true tabernacle.” Thus shall ye be always secu 

of a lesson, and so be trained gradually for that inner conrt of th 
temple, where, sitting down with patriarchs, and apostles, and saints, «: 
the feet of the great preacher himself, you shall learn, and enjoy in- 
mortality.’” 

We have already made some remarks in our comments upon the ex- 
tracts from pages 45-47, but we cannot forbear to recommend the wh 
of this sermon, as worthy of most careful perusal: there ts in it much 
to excite deep and serious reflection, and from it great tnformation may 
be derived. Let it be remembered, that it is not by eloquence t! 
the preaching of the truth is to be effective; Tet us remember, 
that the wisdom of this world ts foolishness with God, and that the cro 
of Christ, 1s * not to* prevail with the wisdom of words,” “ lest it should 
be made of none eflect.”” Let us bear in mind, that the soil, in which | 
seed is to take root, is an humble and teachable spirit. From the days 
of the apostles to the present time, every faithful minister of Christ can 
use the language of Mr. Melville, “ that it is a melancholy and dispim 
ing thing to see how little effect is wrought by preaching.” The err 
which this admirable sermon exposes, appears to have been one among 
the earliest sources of division in the Christian Charch, and which 1- 
duced the severe rebuke of Paul to the Corinthians : and may the gre 
Head of the Church dispose every holy and gifted servant oi his, | 
remember always to check that spirit which “would glory in men,” (!* 
Cor. iii. 21.) and may every pious follower of oar blessed Lord keep" 
mind, that when he cries out for Paul or Apollos, that in so doing, he is 
unmindful of the Chureh and the Gospel, and being so, “ be is carne, 

Se - 

as Paul and Apollos are only ministers by whom he believed.” >v 
a spirit is adverse to the Chureh ; it is, consequently, opposed to ! 
Gospel; it is but too ripe among us, we fear, at the present day: a 
every Christian who acts up to it, need but reflect 2 htile to be cot 
vinced, that inso doing he violates a leading principle of his professio® 
that his coutse is pregnant with error and danger; for he \ Tl find, t | 
in religion he is acting on a principle, which binds him im commu! 
with the indifferent, the lukewarm, the scoffer, and the intidel. 

could cite examples sufficient, from around us in our own State, Dut 
could uot do so, without being personal or invidious. [et us ture 
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eves to the West, where our Church is making missionary exertions. 
Whence arises the great. difficulty of locating our Churches and the 
Gospel in the communities of that region t Does it not originate in the 
cause, that the inhabitants of that section of our country, think too much 
of the preacher, and too little of the Church, and the Gospel which is 
reached | Asa particalar example, I allude to fre port, ol the mis-ion- 
ary et Huntsville, in Alabama, contained in a late number of the “Spirit 
of Missions :” what does he say ¢ He instructs us, that there is no hope 
for the revival of the Church in that place, but through the instrument- 
ality of a talented preacher: the people go for the man, forgettine that 
be is but the servant of the “ minister of the tabernacle.” It is certainly 
time, that the mind of the Cliristian public, should be disabused vu! so per- 
nicious au error. 
{ To be Continued] 


Men of Old.—A small, but truly valuable manual, has just been given 
tothe public by an anopymous author, the strength and purity of whose 
style sufficiently evince his scholarship. It is entitled “ulden of Old,” 
being a vew translation and abridement of the oricinal Greek bioeraphies 
of those early and di unguished fathers of the ¢ ‘hureh, St. Poly Ml), St. 
Clement, St. Barnaba-, wind Si. Cyprian, in which considerable additions, 
derived from other Greek vwuthors, are given, with corresponding refer- 
ences, This literary production will nol only be acceptable lo the eee. 
eral reader of ecclesinstical biography, bat particularly useful to the stu- 
dent of theology. ‘The author’s selection of those five illustrious bithers 
of our Church, already mentioned, has been chiefly decided by the claim 
which they have to the honor of martyrdom, and particularly that 
of St. Cyprian, from the impressions which, in matters of discipline, he 
made, not only in his own, bat in all subsequent ages of the Church. 

In these translations, drawn from the old Greek biographies, marry 
incidents and facts more than will be found in any other travslations, are 
added, with references to their authors. As there is no original biowra- 
phy of St. Cyprian iv the Greek language, the author bas compiled his 
lite from these unquestionable authoriiies of various writers, thereby ren- 
dering it an original work. li is presumed there will be ne breach of 
delicacy in mentioning what has now become generally known, that the 
Ker. Henry M. Mason, Rector of St. Johu's Church, Salem, New Jersey, 
is the author.—LMpiscopal Recorder. : 

_ The Episcopatian.—We invited attention bric{ly to this new period- 
cal,in our April number. The following extracts cannat fail to reeom- 
mend it. “ Its view is not merely procesan. It is designed as the ve- 
hicle of the sentiments and the record of the movements of the Church 
im the Southwest, We earnestly desire, and confidently expect the sup- 
port of the Church in those States with which we are connected by 
common suflering and common inierests, and to whieh we trust our work 
wil be of common utility. And we respectfully ask of our brethren in 
those States, especially the clergy, an aid more essential than mere pa- 
ronage ; we ask their ssistance in our efforts to reward tlhe interest 
and realize the hopes which our enterprize has awakened. In this neg- 
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lected and desolate portion of the vineyard, there are dispersed map, 
of our brethren—isolated families or individuals—sheep without a she: 
herd—deprived not only of the ordinances of the Church, but eyey » 
the comforts of Christian intercourse and sympathy, and assailed y: 
daily temptation to waader into other folds, or to melt into the worl 
herd around them. ‘The increase of the number of the servants of»). 
sanctuary, though advancing with a progressive rapidity, yet fails | 
meet necessities which multiply in a greater ratio. The destitute » 
too feeble to supply their own wants—and the means nobly contriby:.: 
by those of our more favored brethren, who desire to dispense to othe» 
the precious privileges which themselves enjoy—and who do not forge: 
in an overweening compassion for distant climes, the destitute of the: 
own communion, and the blind and perishing of their own country—a: 
far inadequate to the exigency. In their neglected and forlorn ¢ 
dition, our suffering brethren attribute their preservation, uuder Go), 
to the form of sound words which the Church has provided for her ¢\:.. 
dren. The head of the family, as in the patriarchal ages, has bec«: 
its priest. Though denied the high privilege of going with the pio. 
multitude “to the house of God, in the voice of praise and thanksgiving 
among such as keep holy day,” they have yet been enabled, around t) 
household hearth or in the solitude of the closet, to unite in the prayers 
and praises of the Church, to contribute their part to the cloud of s:- 
bath incense which rises from her altars, and offer to their Father who: 
in Heaven, that sacrifice of the spirit which He will not despise. Our 
work is designed to supply them with further aid. Its periodical vis: 
will represent, in some measure, the part of the missionary. It will cy 
rish their filial attachment to the Church, and furnish intelligence of be 
movements and condition. With the divine blessing, it may be an ir: 
strument to guard them from the wiles of Satan and the allurements 0! 
the world—to save them “ from all false doctrine, heresy and schism: 
from hardness of heart and contempt of God’s word and commandme.’ 

“We disclaim all pretension to that liberality so lovely in the eyes 
of many, which sacrifices truth on the altar of a false delicacy, or 
paltry popularity. We see neither reason, nor right, nor Christian pm 
ciple, in the hackneyed maxim that Christians, or Protestants at !ea*, 
should “ agree to differ.” If carried out to its inevitable results, ' 
Romanist is secure in his superstition, and the Infidel in his folly. \\ 
have another idea of “ contending earnestly for the faith once deliver 
to the saints.” We do not feel authorized to admit, that a part only 
God’s truth is sufficient, and the rest of no consequence. Indifference * 
unbelief. That which has been called liberality, is nothing less than “ 
lack of love.” 





—<—f—— 
‘SELECTIONS. 


EXTEMPORARY PRAYER. 

[From Bishop Whately’s Practieab Letter. ] 
T am the last person that would wish to confine Christians to the we 
of a written form of words in their private devotions. On the cont™: 
I would rather encourage them to form a habit ofaddressing their “Fe! 
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who seeth in secret” in any expressions that are but intelligible to them- 
selves, Which occur at the moment. But congregational prayer — 
common supplication—jormt worship, is a very different thing. And 
accordingly our Lorp supplies to his disciples no form of words for 
solitary devotion; but only warns them against a public display of what 
ought to be secret ; and bids them enter each into his closet, and shut 
the door, when about to engage in private devotion. But immediately 
after, He does teach them a form of words evidently designed for joint 
worship, and accordingly expressed in the p/ura/ number. The contrast 
js very remarkable between our Lorp’s expressions in the different 
precepts : “thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet,” X&e.; 


“When ye pray, say, our Father,” &c. Whatever may be thought of 


the precise kind and degree of the use which our Lorp designed should 
be made of the very prayer itself which he taught, this much at least is 
plain—that in teaching it, he gave the strongest possible sanction to the 
use of precomposed prayers for congregational worship. But to say 
this alone would be saying far too little. When he so solemnly 
promises his own spiritual presence among such of His people as should 
be assembled in his name, this is accompanied with an assurance of a 
gracious hearing of those who shall “agree together, touching something 
they shall ask in His name.’’ Now this surely implies the exclusive use 
of precomposed prayers in the congregation, since it plainly seems an 
impossibility for uninspired men to agree together in a prayer offered up 
by one of them, if they do not know at least the substance of the prayer 
before they hear him utter the words. 

I have read and heard many discussions on the subject of extempora- 
neous prayer in a congregation, none of which I think it necessary to 
advert to at present, because (besides that they are probably familiar to 
you,) they seem to me to be all superseded by the one consideration 
just adverted to. That precomposed forms are not contrary to Scripture 
—that they were used in the primitive Churches—that they are likely 
to be more judiciously framed than extemporary compositions,—these 
and other such arguments I do not disparage or discard as inclusive ; 
but far more weight than al! of them together has that one obvious and 
simple reason, that our Lorp’s especial blessing and favorable reception 
of petitions is bestowed on those who, assembling in his name, shall 
agree (solemnly and deliberately agree, we must suppose he meant) 
respecting the petitions offered up ; which is plainly impossible, in most 
instances at least, if the hearers [petitioners they cannot properly be 
called] have to learn what the prayer is at the moment of its being 
uttered. Extemporaneous prayer, in short, though it may be used ina 
congregation, can never, or scarcely ever, be used by a congregation : 
itcan hardly be congregational or joint prayer. For the most part, a 
large proportion of the hearers, if not all of them, have their minds 
occupied in taking in the sense of each sentence that is uttered, till their 
attention is called to the next sentence : and thus they are deceived, and 

must say most hurtfully deceived, into imagining that they are them- 
selves praying, when in fact they are at best only overhearing another 
Person praying. I have said “at best,’ because 1 am convinced that, 
oftener than not, the minister is deceived no less than the people, and 
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imagines himself to be praying, when in reality he is delivering wh,, 
may be called an oblique sermon—when he is addressing himself noy ; 
Gop, but to the congregation ; and conveying to them, under the form 
of prayer, the doctrines and sentiments, the exhortations and reproof. 
which he wishes to impress on their minds. I might appeal to all w! 
have had the re quisite experience in this matter, “arid have enough 
candor to ohserve fairly and to state fair ly the result of their observatiyn: 
and [ have no doubt that all, or the far greater part of such perso 
would confirm what I have said, and would testify that, genera 
epeaking, what is called exte mporary prayer in a congregation is | 
uttered and listened to much more us a sermon to the people than as 
joint supplication to the Deity. Some, may perhaps complain ai haying (; 
the gratification withdrawn which the y Ii ad been accustomed to deri | 
from theolowical dchates and exte mporary praycr—a seunifcetion the i 
more alluring from their having been ilattered with the idea that ti. 
were making religious iin prove ment when pe rhaps they were chic) 
finding entertainment in an iniere sting exercise of their minds, and 


* 


pleasurable excitement of their feelings. 7 


ROVERS. > 
[rom the Utiea Gospel Mossonger. } : 
There is a large body of people, who though not reduced to the 7 
organization of a sect, nor subject to any precise rules of order and r 
government, may be ranked under the name at the head of this artic’ e 
‘These persons are, no doubt, to a large extent, people of religious = | 
feeling, and aim alter the acquisition of religious knowledge and the rn 
encouragement of pious affections: but their course is calculated rather th 
to foster a morbid appetite and promote. an unedifying sensitiveness, mS d 
than to advance their own growt!h ip sound principles and well ba lanced eS ¢ 
religicus emotions. They are too apt to be in close coalition with ty - \ 
“find-faults,” though many are probably more disposed to seck hei ys 
own momentary gratification, than to indulge in severe censures 0! § 
others. These people are particularly given ‘to the practice of running ; 
from one place of worship to another, and have yreat eagerness 1 ep 
te the most popular and, as some will have it, the most evang:: 
cal preachers. Hence it matters little what kind of doctrines are hear, pf 
wabok modes of worship observed, provi ded there is an attraction o! s 
delivery, a bold and vehement strain of language. We have knows t 
persons of the class here alluded to, who were in the main sensible au d 
sound believers, listen with high admiration to a preacher who utter’ 
nothing but what they really regarde das heresy: i—Re had boldness 
figure, a dogmatical manner of assertion, a flippancy of anecdote in piace 
of argument, and withal he had fle xibility ‘of voice and a fearless ges’ 
ulation. Praises have folldwed his performances till admiration i 
became weary; and yet these good meaning listeners could not te 
whether St. P aul, Calvin, Pelagius, Socinius or Priestly were the ™ 
honored. There are two great evils in this roving system. T hose v w! 
adopt it soon become mentally unmoored from ‘the safe anchorag' 
primitive truth and order; they lose sight of the polar star of t 


Gospel—and if they make not complete ‘shipwreck of their faith, ¥¢ 
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‘but is none the less certain ; it is the injustice done to the settled paro- 
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ve reason to rejoice after all our fears. There is another 
f the mischief, which it may not be so easy to make per ceptible, 


chial minister. Perhaps at the very ime when he is delivering the 


’ most useful and instructive discourse, the persons who of all others 


chould have heard it are running away alter some food fora purient 
taste and a sickly imagination. And to this should be added the injury 
done to the service of the Church, framed by pious antiquity, and fur- 
nished as a guard against error and coldness. The rover from his own 
parish Church and his appointed pastor, will find it hard to vindicate 
himself from the charge of occasional schism—and occasional schism 
may, before he is aware of it end io confirmed heresy. Deware, 
Christian rover, “lest your good be evil spoken of !” There is a way 
that seemeth right unto a man, the end of which is bitteruess. 





TO MUTHERS. 
[From the Chorehman.] 


I speak to those mothers whom the Lpiscopal Church claims as her 
members ; and to them [ say, fearless of contradiction, that they have 
departed iar from the paths in which éAey were taught to walk, and 
neglected a duty which Gov by the Church most impcratively enjoins 
upou them. ‘There was a time when the halls of many an old mansion 
re-echoed, on a Sunday evening, with the glad voices of the children 
repeating the Catechism of our Church ; and anon, the simple, heartfelt 
exposition of a mother has followed the responses of the children ! 
There was a time when the servants too were regularly assembled to 
receive from the lips of their mistress a repetition, if nothing more, of 
the pure and evangelical truths she had imbibed in the services of the 
day. I rejoice that this good old custom has not yet aliogether been 
gven up; I rejoice that such a scene as used to be so common is not 
yet without here and there a parallel. But oh how different now is the 
yeneral practice! The parlor where once, surrounded by her little ones 
anl her domestics, the mother exerted her powertul influence for her 
Church and her Gop is now on a Sunday evening—deserted. The 
parents are at Church or at a meeting ; the domestics with their visiters ; 
We children in bed. The Sunday school now must do all that Gop has 
required a mother to do, the faithful instruction of an hour from a kind 
stranger must supply the place of a mother’s love. ‘The Sunday school 
teacher has been willing, and is still willing to embrace the privilege of 
doing all that in him lies for your children, but mothers, Episcopalian 
mothers, he never can supply your place. He looks to you asthe main 
hope, to cherish the little good he may do at the Sunday school, but he 
‘eels how vain the task has been, to perform that which the Gop of 
nature has committed to you. 

NW hen the little band went from the Sunday school to the house of 
‘1up, and thence to the domestic circle with the mother, her Bible and 
rayer-book for its centre, then was it that our Church flotirished ; anc 
‘he pure and primitive worship of apostles and martyrs was engaged in 
‘ . warm and devoted hearts. Then was the time when the children, 
* Uiey advanced in years, no more tuought of looking from their own 
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Charch to receive the bread of heaven, than looking to the stranger’, 
table for the bread of their bodily sustenance. They went from th 
Sunday school to the altar; they renewed their vows, and there 


“many a Mecethdn, many a lovely cheek, 
Under the holy fear of Gon, turns pale, 

While on each head his lawn-robed servant lays 
An apostolic hand, and with prayer seals 

The covenant.’ 


And there cP hay of the symbols of a Saviour’s love, acknow. 
ledging but “one Lor», one faith, one baptism.” 





NEW DOCTRINE. 


“The great and glorious doctrine of the New Testament,” say; 
Hannah More, was to exalt the Saviour, and humble the sinner; the 
new doctrine (the doctrine of imputed sanctification) is to exalt the sinner 
also, and in that proportion to establish and secure him in sin. For if 
the Saviour’s righteousness, by transfer, becomes so far the believer's 
righteousness as to become in the new language, his own persona! 
holiness, he has, in his own person, whereof to glory, and any further 
attainment is anomalous; instead of humbling the sinner, it confirms 
him in sin, instead of purifying it corrupts, instead of sobering it inebn- 
ates, and lands him on a daring and presumptuous confidence.” 


200 


POETRY. 


[FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGE, ] 





DAVID’ S LAMENT OVER SAUL AND JONATHAN.—2 Sam. 1. 17-27. 


Lo! on the ground the bleeding chieftains lie, 

Whom Judah's gathering hosts obey no more! 

As eagles swift, which once had swept the sky, 

But now, transfixed, are weltering in their gore! 

Israel! thy beauty, on the mountain slain, 

W helms its proud summit in a crimson flood ; 

And darkness rests upon thy verdant plain, 

Glutted with death, and drench’d with sacred blood! 
How are the mighty fallen! 


Tell not in Gath, nor be it heard along 

The streets of Ashkelon, of that sad blow, 
Lest all Philistia’s daughters raise their song ; 
And triumph and rejoice in Israel’s wo! 

Ye mountains of Gilboa! let no dew, , 
Nor kindly rains, nor flocks, in pasture stray 
Upon thy summit, where, alas! in view 

‘Th’ anointed shield was vilely cast away ! 


How are the mighty fallen ! 


From conquered foes, and distant heathen lands, 

Where Judah’s heroes lead their mighty arms, 

Victorious on they speed—no pow’r withstands 

Their force united in the war's alarms. 

The bow of Jonathan became not slack 

"Till Judah's foe subdued, herself was free : 

And Saal’s bright sword from glory turn’d not back 

Till dripp’d in blood ; and flesh’d with victory! 
How are the mighty fallen! 
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Lovely through life were Jonathan and Saul, 
With kindred souls and deathless triendship blest; 
And now no pow'r divides them in their fate, 

In peace together let their ashes rest ! 

Swifter than eagles from the scowling North, 
They swept in glory thro’ their track of day: 
Stronger than lions, boldly rush'd they forth, 

To glut their vengeance on the trembling prey! 
How are the mighty fallen! 


Danghters of Salem, low in sorrow bend 
Your bleeding hearts; and veil each drooping head! 
In sackcloth mourn, your costly garments rend, 
Alas! for Saul and Jonathan are dead! 
QO! weep for him, who with « royal care 
Your sweet forms grac'd, in robes of scarlet fold, 
Let tears of wo, and signs of gricf appear 
Instead of gems and ornaments of gold! 
How are the mighty fallen! 


© Jonathan! how sad it is to part 

From thee, iny brother, flown to realms above! 

No joy of Jife can circle round my heart 

Save the remembrance of thy wondrous love! 

Yea, passing woman's love! thy last kind breath 

Brings to my soul a more than iey chill ! 

Perish'd may be the weapons all of death— 

Thy fame is stronger: and it triumphs «till ! 
How are the mighty fallen! 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Missionary Lecture in Charleston —The amount collected on the Ist 
Thursday in May was $40. 


Episcopal Visitation.—The Bishop of this Diocese left Charleston on 
Tuesday the 11th of April, visited Christ Church Parish, and preached 
and confirmed at the parish church, on Wednesday the 12th. On Fri- 
day the 14th of April, visited St. James’, Santee, and preached at the 
parish church. On Saturday the 15th, should have held service with 
Mr. Pinckney, at North Santee church, and preached, but the weather 
proved too unfavorable for the people to assemble. Went to George- 
town on that day, and by appointment visited Prince George, Winyaw 
Parish, on Sunday the 16th, and preached at the Parish Church, pro- 
ceeded to Waccamaw on Monday, and on Tuesday the 18th preached 
at the upper church of All Saints’ Parish. On Wednesday morning the 
1%h, passed over the Pedee, and consecrated the new chapel erected 
io Prince Frederick’s Parish, on that river, at about 12 miles above 
‘seorgetown, and preached : the clergy present and assisting were, Rev. 
H. Fraser, Rev. M. H. Lance, Rev. P. T. Keith, and Rev. A. Glenniee 
‘he church called Prince Frederick’s, Pedee. On Thursday the 20th, 
proceeded towards Cheraw, and arrived there on Saturday the 22d; 
preached and confirmed at St. David’s Church, én Sunday the 23d. On 
Mf mday the 24th proceeded to Society Hill; and on Tuesday (St. 
Mark's Day) 25th, preached and confirmed at Trinity Church, in that 
place. On Friday the 28th, having arrived at Camden the day before 
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not in the way of official visitation, but in passing to Columbia, to atte: 
the Convention, assisted at divine service there, in the Shsonce of Res \ 
Mr. Phillips, from indisposition—Rev. Mr. Keith preaching. On Saty 
day the 29th, proceeded to the missionary station made by the Mess 
Clarkson, at their plantations, and served by the Rev. N. B. ceca: 
and on Sunday, 30th April, confirmed at the chapel there, about or near. 
ly 70 colored persons, and afew white. On Monday Ist May, we 
to Columbia. On Tuesday, 2d, attended the anniversary meeting o/ 
the Protestant Episcopal Society for the advancement of Christianity ; 
South-Carolina ; and on Wednesday the opening of the Convention— 
administering the communion as usual. Thursday, 4th, also attended 
the Convention, confirming before it opened, by particular desire, 
2 persons, and on its adjournme nt, went, in the afternoon towards Au- 
gusta, and, according to appointment, arrived there on Saturday the bth, 
and on Sunday the 7th, preached and confirmed at St. Paul's Church 
there. On Tuesday the 9th departed for Savannah, and arrived - ere 
on W ednesday evening, preached and confirmed there on l’riday tie 
12th. Saturday, 13th, proceeded to Grahamville ; preached, and co 
firmed and administered communion there, ou Sunday, the 14th, (Whi 
sunday) and on Monday the Ldth, with the assistance of the Rey. Mr. 
Webb, and Rev. Mr. 3. Elliott, senr., ordained Mr. Dupont, priest. 
Tuesday, 16th, went to Walterboro’, and on Wednesday, 17th, preached 
and confirmed there : arrived at home on Friday the 19th May. 

Society for the Advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina.—\y 
anniversary meeting, on the 2d May, was held at Columbia, after divin 
service, and a sermon, on missions, by the Rey. rector of Prince George's, 
the annual report was read, and the officers elected. It was proposed, 
but not carried, to change the time of the annual meeting to the festival 
of the Epiphany (which was the original anniversary day), inasmuch «+ 
the meeting on the day before the anuual convention was not attended 
by the country members in general, as was hoped would have been the 
case when the alteration was made. The Board of Trustees had no 
mecting, for want of a quorum. 

Diocesan Convention of South-Carolina.—It was opened at a 
on the 3d May. Divine service was held; a sermon preached by the 
Rev. rector of Grace Church, Camden; mid the holy communion ac- 
ministered. There were present, the Bishop, 19 clergy men, and 7 
laymen, (the laity not finding it convenient to attend at this place.) we 
Rev. Mr. Vaughn, the secretary and general agent of the committee! 
foreign missions, was invited to atiend the sittings of the Conventi 
A resolution, recommending that the expenses of the clergy who at- 
tended the Convention, should be det frayed by their respects: — he *, 
was laid on the table, in consequence of there being so few of the ‘*y 
representatives present, as were also resolutions respe cting i re 
gious instruction of people of color. Resolutions on the subject © f{ an 
Episcopal school were also postponed, A report and resolut: jons re- 
specting the ‘lheological Seminary were adopted. Sermons were 


preached b y the Rev. Mr. V aughn on the * hope of missions,” and by 


~ 
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others, on deoision in religion; on the peculiar character of Christian 
teaching; and on the excellent adaptation of the discipline, mode of 
instruction and worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church to the pur- 
poses of a mission to the people of color. 


Diocesan Sunday School Society —A meeting was held at Columbia 
on the evening of the 4th May, and adjourned to meet in Charleston on 
the 20th May. At this meeting, the annual report was read, approved, 
and ordered to be trausmitted as usual to the General Union. The 
officers not being elected, those of the last year, of course, continue. A 
resolution was adopted, to have a sermon at each anniversary meeting, 
to be addressed to the Sunday-school teachers in particular, and_ it is 
hoped, as this wi!l give additional interest to the meeting, a more full 
attendance of the members will be secured. The constitution was 
altered, so as to allow of the meeting being held out of Charlesion, if it 
should be necessary. 


Sunday School Celebration.—\t took place this year, at the appointed 
time, (Whit ‘Vuesday afternoon) in St. Michael's Church, and atter di- 
vine service a sermon was addressed to the children, from Psalms viii. 
2, by the Rev. Assistant Minister of St. Philip’s Church, 

Pinckney Lecture-—The second semi-annual lecture, postponed from 
the day appointed by the founder, (the ‘“ Wednesday after the se- 
cond Tuesday in May”’) was delivered on the 24th May, at St. Philip’s 
temporary church, by the Rey. Rector of St. Peter’s church, Charleston, 

Edgefield.—It tells well for the zeal of the newly organized and small 
congregation of “Trinity Church” Edgefield, that they allowed but afew 
days to elapse after the storm which lately unroofed a part of their 
Church, before they set about the necessary repairs. It is hoped that 
the Church wil! be again fit for use in the course of this month, and that 
such assistance as may be needed to meet the expense, will be cheerfully 
rendered. This flock, being at present without a minister, had divine 
service, on the l4th May, conducted by two of the clergy from Charles- 
ton. 


The Times. —Changes in value, and especially when they are sudden, 
affect the temporal welfare, more or less, of every member of the commu- 
nity. Great is their consolation who know that they have not directly 
or indirectly been the authors of the evil. They have only to be patient, 
submissive to providence, and solicitous to make the change in their 
temporal condition minister to their moral and spiritual improvement. 
Am | brought down from the dizzy height of prosperity to mediocrity? 
Surely there aremany and obvious and scriptural considerations, which 
should not merely reconcile me to it, but render me thankful to the God 
who ruleth over all, and whose grace is promised to the humble. Am 
1 reduced to poverty 2? “God hath chosen the poor of this world rich 
in faith, Blessed be ye pvor for yours is the kingdom of ILeaven,.”— 
The son of man had uot where to lay his head. Who of his chosen 











124 Religious Intelligence. [ June, 


twelve apostles was not a poor man? In the spiritual life, the poor 
have advantages over the rich, for what but ¢/e?¢, is the great lesson of 
the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, and how decided is the remark 
of our Lord “How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the 
kingdom of Heaven” But this advantage at least we may all reap, 
from the changes of this earthly scene—the monition that “the fashion 
of this world passeth away” and soon “they that buy shall be as though 
they possessed not.” And a monition also, to beware of that course of 
conduct, whether it be injustice, or pure folly, which has been the occa- 
sion of so much perplexity and suffering to its subjects, and to others 
who are in no respect responsible for it. Great indeed must be their 
remorse who are concious of having been the active agents of their own 
distress, and more of having involved in it so many persons perfectly 
innocent, so far as this error or wrong is concerned, But of how few 
can it be said, that they are in no degree responsible for the prevailing 
confusion and revolution in the pecuniary affairs of the community.— 
Didsi thou yield in any degree to the spirit of speculation ? Didst thou 


_overtrade!? Didst thou live beyond thy income, presuming that the 


future would repair the extravagance of the present? The error of the 
head, or the heart, or both, to which we trace the existing evil, lies at 
thy door. Some are much more te blame than others, but in a commu- 
nity in which the Shgvtee of accumulation and the rage for speculation 
were so intense and general, few indeed escaped the contagion. May 
the catastrophe be long remembered, and its lessons not be in vain ! 

Branchville.—Near this village, on Sunday, the 28th May, there was 
divine service, and a sermon, both in the forenoon, and afternoon, by a 
Presbyter of the P. E. Church. The sacrament of baptism, to an 
infant, was also administered. In this same place, last autumn, there 
was divine service, and a sermon, by a minister of the P. I. Church, 
and that is believed to have been the first occasion of such ministrations, 
since the revolution in this, “Orange Parish,” as it was then called. 

Domestic and Foreign Society of the P. E. Church —The following 
standing rules, obviously called for by a consistent regard to our Chureh 
principles have been lately adopted by the Board of Managers, to apply 
to caseswhere the missionary goes to a diocese having a Bishop. “1. No 
Missiouary station shall be adopted, or Missionary appointed, except on 
the nomination of the Bishop. 2. The assignment of Missionaries to 
their respective stations shall rest with the Bishop, provided that the 
Missionary salary shall be paid only for the time that a Missionary 's 
actually engaged in a station appointed by this Committee, unless he 
have leave of absence from the Bishop. 3. The evidence of a Mission 
ary being thus engaged shall be a quarterly report to this Committee, 
in conformity with its several provisions, a failure in sending which, 
except for satisfactory reasons assigned, shall be considered a re! 
quishment of the Missionary salary. The amount reported in the “Spit 
of Missions” for May, is Domestic Missions, $2800, of which, from 5. 
Carolina, $304; fur Foreign Missions, $4114, of which, from South 
Carolina, $30.” 
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Truth more affecting than Fiction.—It was a beautiful, fragrant, balmy 
> May day. The ocean scene, and the strand (nature’s own firm and level 
| road) were inviting. The vehicle, with its well tried steed, is at the 
| Joor. The whole family, father, mother, son and daughter, leave their 
happy home. How bright the eye, how animated the countenance, how 
-heerful the conversation, how warm the heart with love and hope, how 
jistant seemed danger and suffering and death. In less than an hour, 
the waters overwhelmed them all. No hand was near to attempt their 
~escue, no eye to pity, and to weep. “Lovely and pleasant in their 
ivegs, in their deth they were not divided.” Inexpressibly consoling 
is the belief that they were prepared to meet their God. And what an 
impressive lesson on the brevity and the uncertainty of life, and the 
vanity of all secular joys and anticipations. 

A Sunday School Fact.—In some of our Sunday Schools, says the 
Protestant Episcopalian, the Catechism is thrown aside, lest perhaps the 
children should learn distinctive principles. The fact and the reason 
assigned for it are alike surprising and to be deeply regretted. Is there 
any other denomination which practises this false liberality ? 

A Convention Fact.—“From about 1820 (says the Southern Church- 
man) the minds of the members assembled in Convention began to be 
turned to the importance not merely of legis/ating for the Church, bat 
of employing a part of the time in exercises calculated to revive redigion.” 
The Convention is the Legislature of the Church. Its office is to make 
laws. They are not a company of preachers, for a large proportion of 
them are laymen. ‘They meet for a specified purpose. ‘To undertake 
another purpose would probably cause their proper assigned business to 
be imperfectly performed, “‘lo every thing (says the wise man) there 
is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven.” We add 
there is a time to legislate—and there is atime to exhort. Our fathers 
understood this matter well, for before 1820 it appears, the Convention 
merely legislated for the Church, and it is only since that date, they 
vegan to attend to another matter (important indeed) assigned to other 
persons, and another time. The true welfare of the Church, it seems to 
us, will be best promoted by adhering to the old custom of attending to 
each of its concerns in its proper time, and by its proper agents. 

Most interesting Statistics, from the S. S. Visiter-—It is often repeated 
a proverb, that the children of ministers are worse than other chil- 
“rete It is said, and believed by multitudes, that they more frequently 

become recreant to parental authority, lovers of pleasure, and even 
“issipated, than any class of children in the community. It is doubtless 
true that impropriety of conduct in the child of a minister, appears worse 
and becomes more notorious, and indeed may actually be worse,—more 
~ssravated,—than similar conduct in the child of any other parent. The 
ee child too, if he becomes*wayward, will probably be more reck- 
herhet waywardness and plunge deeper into the gulf of sin and ruin, 
forsakin atter, because he will have to break over greater barriers in 
§ the path of virtue. But that a larger proportion of the former 
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class of children than of the latter, do become wayward, or that anythi. har 
like as large a proportion, we never have believed ; and we heljeye da’ 
less this moment than ever before. There never was a proverb mor ont 
unjust and false than the one mentioned above, or facts do not spe: pos 

the ¢ruth. So far as the investigation has been carried the resu|ts «, 
as follows : ; 
In 21 families of ministers there are 98 children over 15 years of ave. che 
Of these 75 are professors of religion; eight in the ministry or in som: not 
stage of preparation ; and two only are dissipated. In five of the: ant 
families all the children over 15 years, twenty-nine in number, ar des 
hopefully pious; and in 12 others, half or more of the children over let, 
that age, thirty-eight in number, are professors of religion. prit 
shite Co 
Sunday School Teacher.—t has lately been well remarked, he wi» of | 
imparts God’s truth partakes of their glory, far above that of warrior kill 
and statesmen, who, by their deep wisdom and generous sentimen inf 

have given light and life to the minds and hearts of their own age, ani 
left a legacy of truth and virtue to posterity. , 
Religious Newspapers—We are pleased to see it proposed, that t = 

“Chronicle of the Church” should exclude secular matter. We hop 

will never be said of any of our papers, it is full of information, but a! A. 
- of it is not suitable reading for Sunday. . 
— her 
The Divine Herbert—made a constant practice of taking his text from tn 


the Gospel for the day ; he also always explained the collect for the dey, 
showing its connection with the gospel or epistle that had been rea 
He took occasion also to state the grounds of every other part of thx oe 
liturgy, that so it might appear to be what it really is, a reasonable, an Ch: 
therefore an acceptable service. A course like this, in these days wou : 
be called “old fashioned preaching,” and so far “ behind the age” as © 
tire the ears of modern Christians; and yet old fashion religion ; as old nel, 
as sip and the offers of grace and salvation, cannot be better taught than the 
by such men as George Herbert.— Christian Witness. 

Church of Great Britain.—In his speech against the spoliation of the fort 
Church, the Bishop of London says, “ The great body of the laity # | 
deeply interested in this question. I spoke rather in behalf of the . 
poor people of this country. There were two millions of people rd 
tirely unprovided with the means of religious instruction, to whom une 
source for which they looked for a further supply would be entirely cv | 
off by this measure. It was said they should be thrown on the _— * 
tary system. On this point, he would only observe that if the volunt ny : 
system had partially succeeded 1n this country, it was because there 


an establisliment. ne 

Lord’s Day honored.—-A postmaster4n the west asked that the = flow 
should not arrive at his office on the Lord’s day, or else that he might Z 
be excused from opening it, and if not, that he resigned. Lhe po: ion 


the 


of New-York intend to take up every one who oflers newspapers '" 
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7 ereets on Sunday. Most of the coaches between Leeds and London 
have discontinued starting from either end of the journey on the Sun- 
jay. Itis the same on many other roads: and a recent meeting of 


coach proprietors from all parts of England, have determined, as far as 
possible, to give up Sunday travelling. 


Suppression of Duelling. —Duelling in France will soon be done away, 
chould there be a repetition of some important sentences lately pro- 
nounced by the French Court. They have givendamages to the widow 
and orphan, to be levied upon the murderer. The royal court of Bour- 

, jegux have set the example, by giving damages to the widow of Cheur- 
et, against Dutheuil, who had killed her husband in a duel. The same 
principle was applied in another case, when an appeal was made to the 
Court of Cassation, and the sentence was confirmed. The Assize Court 
of Paris was occupied a number of days in the trial of young Sivey for 
killing M. Durepane in a duel, which resulted in a verdict of damages 
in favor of the widow.— Baltimore Transcript. 
Married, 

By the Right Rev. Dr Bowen, on the 24th May, Tuomas Means, M. D., to Miss 

Avy 8, only daughter of the Rev. C. Hancket, rector of St. Paul's Church, Charleston. 
Obituary Notice. 

Died in Hempstead, L, I., on the 30th April, in the 71st year of her age, Mrs. Drnoran 
Oxvervonk. ‘To the “Churchman” jwe are indebted for the following notice. “She was 
a native of New York city. On her father’s side she was of English extraction, and ou 
ber mother’s a descendant of the Huguenots or French Protestants who fled to this coun- 
try on the memorable Revocation of the Edict of Nantz. She was confirmed by the 
frst Bishop of this Diocese, and was from early life a communicant of the Church.— 
uring the greater part of her life she resided in her native city, and here, in the shades 
of domestic life, sowed in the minds of her children those seeds of divine truth which 
have been so signally blessed to the honor of her own naine and the welfare of the 
Church. Her closing years were spent at Hempstead, Long Island, where she has left 
a record of her worth in the affections of a whole community, who mourn her loss with 
‘unanimous feeling of bereavement. ‘The piety af Mrs Onderdonk was the actuating 
prneiple of her life. It embraced a thorough faith in all the great doctrines of the Gos- 
pel, and a thorough and consistent attachment to the distinctive principles of the Church, 

te good order of which in every department always lay near her heart. In its distinctive 


' 


atures, therefore, her piety was such as the Church 1s most anxious to form in the 
mods ofher children. It neither craved for excitement nor sought opportunities of 
‘splay. Meek, quiet, and unobtrusive, “it took root downward in bumility, and brought 
forth fruit upward in the substantial graces of a Christian, in charity and justice, in 
ntentment and resignation, in fair friendships and sweetness of society, dwelling 
‘onstautly on her spirit and incorporated with the periodical work of every day.” Her 
‘rust in Providence was unwavering ; and, sustained by a full and habitual conviction 
“tall that he ordained was right and for the best, she recognized the hand of a Father 
‘Hesmaller as well as the greater trials of life, and ever submitted without a murmur 
“ ls gracious will Her conduct towards others was marked by a most scrupulous 
*ierence to all the claims of relative and social duty. Her great anxiety seemed always 
“be to know what was her duty, and satisfied on that point, she faithfully discharged 

Her standard of duty was Christian obligation and consistency ; and by this standard 
“e theasured her conduet as a daughter, a sister, a wife, a mother, a neighbor, a friend, 
‘ tellow-being, and a member of the Church. 'Those who knew her best testify that they 
‘ver heard of aught in her whole deportment that was considered either unkind or 
~ ust. Her devotion was deep and fervent, readily kindled by religious exercises, 
“ag spontaneously in “the voice of the Church,”* and fed constantly by the sacred 
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: Ps in his (Dr, Hammond's} sharp agonies his friends betook themselves to their extemporary 
Ce me he composed those irregularities by saying ‘Let us CALL ON GODIN THE VOICE OF His 
“ACH. "—(Dr. Fall's Life of Dr. Hammond.} 
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nutriment of Gop’s word, in the knowledge of which she was more than op», 

proficient. The fruits of this retiring but effective piety, though the gentle ang»... _ 
influences that formed them [vil anseen as the dews of heaven, are visibje tp he ooh 
and have laid the Church under a lasting obligation of gratitude: for her pect 7 
happy distinction, (how seldom has it occurred in the Christian world!) of be... 

mother of two sons, each bearing the highest office in the Church of Curisr, Senn ees 
under Gop, to her early and judicious efforts, like the mothers of Timothy an \,.. 
tine, to bring up her children “in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 

Mrs. Onderdonk was remarkable for her great reverence for tie clerical or,\., 

affectionate attachinent to her pastors, ‘The élergy who in former years have exper. 
ced the hospitalities of her house will bear their testinony to the excellence 


i 


character, to the dignity an| suavity of ber manners, and to the kind and cha ' = 
expresssion of Christian feeling and good sense that were uniformly conspicuous iy». -& 
conversation an conduct. One of this number, an old and fast friend of the fay) _ « 


oe 


happily and justly applied to her the eulogy which Hannah More passed on the wy. 
Bishop Porteus~~*‘tler whole demeanor and conduct was the measure of propriety.” 
The venerable deceased had hardly passed that allotted term of life beyond which 
days of man, in the ueual order of Providence, “are but as labor and sorrow.” ‘, , 
person of her advanced age, and with a family somewhat scattered, it was proba’ 
circumstance of very rare occurrence that all her seven children and her remain 
sisters, being all her nearest connexions, were with her at her decease. Thus, as hey 
was that of “the righteous,” so her death was the meet and happy termination of; 


Christian’s pilgrimage. In the fulness of years and in the maturity of Christian char». q I 
ter, and in the bosom of a family anxious to repay by their Christian sympathies a» ; 
consolations the spiritual nurture of their early years, she breathed her Jast—lea\ ng i g 


behind her the memory of a holy example, and inspiring her survivors with the peace 

and animating hope that she had passed . 
“to the tranquil bower, 
To rest one little hour, t 
TILL THE ELECT ARE NUMBERED!” 4 


EPISCOPAL ACTS. 1 
ORDINATION, 


By the Right Rev. N. Bowen, D. D., Bishop of South-Carolina.—The Rev. Thomas 
C. Dupont was admitted to Priest's Orders, on Monday the 15th of May, in the Chap 
of the Holy Trinity, Grahamville; Rev. Stephen Elliott, senr., Rev. B. C. Webb, pre- 
sent and assisting. 








CONSECRATION, 
By the same —Prince Frederick’s Chapel, Pedee, was consecrated on Wednesday 
19th of April, the Rev. H. Fraser, the Rev. M. H. Lance, the Rev. P. T. Keith, anu 
Rev. A. Glennie, present and assisting. 





_ The Rev. Wm. D. Cairns, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Edenton, N.C., has remove 
into the Diocese of Georgia, and been canonically recognised as Rector of the Church « 


Columbus, 
— SX 


Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in Sonth-Carolina.— 
The ‘Treasurer reports, 

As Lite Members, paying $50 each, 
Rev, A. Glennie, All Saints, Waccamaw, 
Mrs. Alice Rutledge, Stateburg, 
Rev. Richard Johnson, St. Matthew's Parish. 

Angual Members, paying $5 each, 
Miss Anna H ‘lhomas, St. John’s Berkeley, 
Mr. E. Bacon, Edgefield. 











=> 
CALENDAR FOR JUNE. | 
4. 2d Sunday after Trinity. 21. Nativity of St. John the Baphs. 
J1. 3d Sunday after Trinity, & St. Barn. 25. 5th Sunday after Trinity. 






In. 4th Sunday after Trinity 29. St. Peter. 





